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Bird Walks in Brisbane’s Inner West 

March to June 2017 
 

Join us for a series of upcoming bird walks in our local catchments area, visit and revisit 
wonderful local sites and help us to further assess Brisbane’s inner western bird populations. Our 
feathered friends are exceptionally good indicators of environmental health. Some of our sites 
are used as temporary home during seasonal and altitudinal migration which makes all survey 
walks all the more exciting. Many of our sites are undergoing rehabilitation work under BCC’s 
Habitat Brisbane, at other sites CWCN has taken the initiative and progresses improvements 
with support of BCC’s CCO Program, both helped with funds from Council, State Government or 
other  grant providers.  Birds, especially small birds,  are indicators of how successful we have 
been just yet. There is so much to learn during all walks, be it about native flora, signs of other 
than avian fauna, about the functioning of wildlife movement corridors, the health of our 
waterways, and also about threats to habitat.  
 
Wear sturdy walking shoes and protective clothing. BYO water bottle and binoculars (of the latter 
we have a few on stand-by too). Lyn Cole, as always, will guide us and generously share her 
knowledge. Please note, some of the walks during May and June start half an hour later. 
Information on our bird walks is also available on www.cwcn.org.au. If you have questions 
contact us via cwcnmail@tpg.com.au or ring 3878 4581. Kindly RSVP for these bird walks. 
Thank you.  
 
Saturday, 4th March 2017, 7:00am 
Bird Walk at Tarcoola Track, St Lucia 
This walk is initiated by Birds Queensland. As the Tarcoola Track is one of our regular spots for 
bird surveys we have been invited and are more than happy to join in. We’ll follow the Brisbane 
River through the extensive bushcare work that fringes the St Lucia Golf Links to the Science 
Centre. Large eucalypts provide many nesting hollows, and birds feed in the mangroves along 
the Brisbane River edge as well as in the trees, bushes and grasses. Possible sightings range 
from raptors to wrens, rails, terns and waders. We will return on the same track to have morning 
tea on the riverbank. Please bring a chair and your own morning tea. Parking is available either 
on The Esplanade or on the ‘down’ side of Tarcoola, entering from Hawken Drive. We 
recommend car pooling. 
Meeting Point:  Greenspace off St Lucia Esplanade opp. Tarcoola Street (UBD 179 D7)  
 
Saturday, 18th March 2017, 7:00am 
Mount Coot-tha Forest Park at Toowong Creek, Toowong 
Check out this gem among our rehabilitation sites, located very close to the CBD. It’s part of Mt 
Coot-tha Forest Park, although South-East of the Western Freeway and connected through 
bushland to the Sandy and Witton Creeks catchments. We know of larger birds such as the 
Powerful Owl and Goshawks frequenting the area. Rehabilitation work intends to also bring the 
small birds back and enhance the wildlife corridor in an otherwise densely populated area.  
Meeting Point: Road Reserve at cnr Kent St and Broseley Rd, Toowong (UBD 158 K17)  
 

http://www.cwcn.org.au/
mailto:cwcnmail@tpg.com.au
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Saturday, 1st April 20017, 7:00am 
Rainbow Forest, Indooroopilly 
Don’t miss one of our best birding sites used as a place for altitudinal and seasonal migration. 
We’ll see the effects of successful rehabilitation at Rainbow Forest and will expand our walk to 
include the downstream Cubberla Creek reach which will lead us past the ongoing Brisbane Girls 
Grammar rehabilitation work to almost the junction with the Brisbane River. It’ll be a very 
satisfying walk. You may encounter a large variety of birds in wonderful settings. We are eager to 
show off parts of the wildlife movement corridor along Cubberla Creek and explain Cubberla 
Creek Connect, CWCN’s project aiming at restoring and enhancing connectivity for the benefit of 
our local native animals.  
Meeting Point: Park entrance cnr Clandon and Dobell Streets, Indooroopilly (UBD 178 E11) 
 
Saturday, 8th April, 7:00am 
Moore Park, Indooroopilly 
A visit to a site only recently added to our bird walks. Moore Park has seen many changes over 
time from being a quarantine station for native sheep and cattle to a park, to having its size 
reduced, the location of Witton Creek altered and the wildlife movement connection to Mount 
Coot-tha interrupted due to the construction of the Western Freeway. Despite all that, Moore 
Park is one of the few natural areas in Indooroopilly providing a important buffer to the Western 
Freeway and Moggill Road for local residents, and with its creek and the remaining bushland 
remnant is an important part of CWCN’s Witton for Wildlife connectivity project. It keeps two 
bushcare groups busy who have had substantial success in realising their aim of transforming 
weed infested areas into habitat and are grateful for the support they receive from BCC’s Habitat 
Brisbane Program. One of their goals is to restore habitat for small birds and they do that through 
assisted and natural regeneration. Let’s see what birds we encounter this time.  
Meeting Point: Park entrance off Russell Tce, Indooroopilly (UBD 178 F5) 
 
Thursday, 27th April 2017, 7:00am 
Mount Coot-tha, Chapel Hill 
We have tried the weekend but have chosen a Thursday for this walk as particularly small birds 
on a Saturday or Sunday can neither be heard nor seen. Our biodiversity hotspot Mt Coot-tha is 
very popular with walkers, dog walkers, bikers. The chattering of happy walkers usually 
outperforms  the sound level of bird calls by far. Research also suggests that small birds retreat 
substantially from any area where especially dog walking occurs (even if on leash). We know 
from the local bushcarers Wandering Weeders who rehabilitate the Chapel Hill reach of the 
mountain what birds can/should occur and are hoping to see many of them. You will enjoy 
beautiful surrounds. Mount Coot-tha is a gem among the natural areas in Brisbane’s West and 
the location where all our creeks have their headwaters. This particular bird walk location is 
linked to Cubberla Creek.  
Meeting Point: Park entrance at junction of Fleming Rd and Greenford St, Chapel Hill (UBD 177 
P1)  
 
Saturday, 6th May 2017, 7:30am 
Merri Merri and Dillingen Street Parks, Chapel Hill 
Just below Mount Coot-tha and West of our last walk, this reach of Cubberla Creek is another 
gem and a wonderful connection in the wildlife movement corridor between Mt Coot-tha and the 
Brisbane River. Our walk will include Merri Merri Park where one of our local bushcare groups 
continues to do tremendous work and Dillingen Street Park where along the bikeway local 
residents have seen a fantastic transformation of heavily weed infested bushland into habitat. 
Here CWCN thanks to Brisbane City Council grants and support continue the rehabilitation work. 
We have added this site to our surveys as it provided evidence of a rich bird life before 
rehabilitation began and will provide information about the effectiveness of rehabilitation well into 
the future. Get to know another beautiful part of the Cubberla Creek catchment, hear about the 
history of Merri Merri Park, and be aware of how precious our natural areas are so close to the 
CBD.  
Meeting Point: Park entrance at junction of Greenford St and Farnworth St,  Chapel Hill (UBD157 
M18) 
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Saturday, 20th May 2017, 7:00am 
Land for Wildlife properties, Fig Tree Pocket 
We’ll again visit a favourite spot among our regular bird watchers. These connected private 
properties registered under the Land for Wildlife Program are breathtaking when it comes to 
following their rehabilitation and gradual transformation. Bird life (from small to large) is abundant 
and we realise how important properties like these are to the protection of our native wildlife in 
Brisbane’s Inner West. Here we have a haven not only for birds but also for butterflies (ca. 300 
Richmond birdwing butterfly food plants established), wallabies and other animals. We are 
grateful to the property owners for yet again allowing us access to their land. 
Meeting Point: The location will be provided once you have registered for the walk. 
 
Saturday, 10th June 2017, 7:30am (to be confirmed) 
University of Queensland Mine, Indooroopilly 
The rehabilitation work alone will blow you away! This site is part of the Witton for Wildlife 
movement corridor and located just above Witton Creek. The site offers variations of 
ecosystems. We have seen wrens and pardalotes here and know of more smaller birds, albeit 
shy. It’s an excellent walk. The terrain is a little more difficult to navigate than our other sites and 
includes elevations.  
Please be on time. Because of security reasons the gate will be locked once the bird walk has 
started.  
Meeting Point: UQ Mine entrance at Isles Road, Indooroopilly (UBD 178 F6) 
 
Saturday, 24th June 2017, 7:30am 
Biami Yumba Park, Fig Tree Pocket  
We are looking forward to conclude the first half of our 2017 bird walks at Biami Yumba lagoon 
and along the neighbouring Brisbane River. Birds on this walk vary from water fowl at the lagoon 
and in some areas at the river’s edge (and including rails) to small birds in the nearby dense 
shrubs, and everything in between. If you have never visited the area you will be amazed at the 
piece and calmness. You could forget how close you are to the hustle and bustle of a big city. 
The ever growing inner western suburbs need places like these without threats of development, 
places where children can discover and get to know the natural world around them, where they 
can play outdoors and not sit in front of screens. This walk will be added to the list of our regular 
birding events whether we organise it ourselves or whether we join THECA in their annual walk.    
Meeting Point: Lagoon in Biami Yumba Park, Fig Tree Pocket (UBD 198 G2) 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one, many or all of our bird walks.  
 
Management Committee 
Cubberla-Witton Catchments Network Inc 
PO Box 52, Kenmore Qld 4069 
CWCN Centre, 47 Hepworth St 
Chapel Hill Qld 4069 
Email: cwcnmail@tpg.com.au   
Phone: 07 3878 4581 
www.cwcn.org.au   -   www.facebook.com/cwcn.org.au   -   https://twitter.com/CWCNCWCN  
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